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Informal Reading Inventory: Instructions, cont’d
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Instructions

This informl reading assessment Is dvided info 5 sections, each of which assess a separate reading skil: phonics,
spolling (orthographic awarenass), sight word knowledge, ordl reading fluency and comprehension, and slent reading
comprehension. It also Includes an additional place o ayickly evaluate a student's pencil grip. The pages referred fo in
these Instructions are found in the “Teacher Assessmert Pages” (“TAP*) or the “Student Pages” (SP). If using this
invenfory for multiple students, you may wish fo print and laminate TAP 4 and SP I-4.

This test can be administered in sections or i its entirety, depending on the skils that need fo be assessed.

Phonics
Purpose: Phonics is the skil of recognizing how sound-letter combinations blend to form printed words. The abilty fo
blend sounds correctly helps the student begin fo create meaning through words.

Divections: Provide student with SP | (page beginning with ") Uncover one row of words at a fime. Say: “T would
ke you fo read this row of words. T am ot able to help you, 50 just do your best.”

Sooring As the student Ia reading the words, place an “x" on TAP | next fo any words the ctudent reads incorrectly
If the student reads three or more words wrong in any of the individual sections, highlght that skl for Instruction.
If the student misses three or more words in three back-fo-back sections, stop the test and consider as your
starting point for nstruction the first section in which three or more were missed At the fop of each section, record
the number correct out of the total number given (Ex: 3 M)

Speling

Purposs: Just as reading s the abiity o associate sounds fo letters, spelling is the ability fo associate letters fo
sounds. Creating connections through reading and speling Increases fluency as these associations become automatic.

Directions: Administer the top half of TAP 2 as a spelling test (this section may be completed in a group setting).
Read words doud and have students write their responses on SP 5. Use the spelling test grid at fop of TAP 2 fo
dentify and isolafe where addtional instruction is necessary Words are infentionally chosen to help identify common
student speling errors-specificaly leter reversds and letter transpositions.

Pencil
Many students need additional Instruction on pencil grip. Four common penci grip formations are shown in the middie

of TAP 2 for the instructor o note. The dynamic tripod (starred) is typically considered the best pencl grip for ideal
stabilty and movemert.
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Tim the Elephant

Tim is @ new baby elephant who lives in the 200 with his mom He is already three
foet tall and drinks up to forty cups of mik a dayl Tim eats lots and lots of leaves
for breakfast, lunch, and dinner.

Tim likes to wave his trunk at people. He uses his runk to drink water and fake @
bath. He sucks water info his trunk and sprays it all over himself fo get nice and
clean. The people at the 200 like fo watch Tim give himself a bath

When Tim gets bigger and stronger, he will grow big white tusks on both sides of
his runk. Tim will use his tusks o move fallen rees or even defend himself from
cther animals. As Tim gets older, the zookeepers will help him learn how to live in

the wild. %
Tnforma Readng Invrtory Shudot Poges (5 3) Stent Raodig Camprabansion sory &

To the Circus

Mom and Dad took me to the circus. I had never been there before. We drove up
to a big tent with lots of colors. Inside, Dad said the ring master would do dll kinds
of stunts.

We sat down in three chairs as the lights went dim. One light shone on a man who
greeted the crowd and told us about all the fun things we would see. Then a clown
came out and juggled five balls while doing flips. Ancther clown honked a horn and
drove in a small sily car. People waked on a rope far above my head. I was glad
they hod @ net under them! Dad gave me some popcorn. Yuml Others in pretty
costumes swung through the air on big ropes. Men ate fire, and Mom told me not
to try that. At the end, everyone clapped and smiled. I loved the acts and being
with my mom and dad.
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Assess the following skills:

*  Phonics
*  Sight words
* Spelling

*  Oral reading fluency/comprehension

Silent reading comprehension
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Penci Grip Comprehension Questions
——— (interpretive) Who Is tellng the story? (a chid)
(rterdl) How many bals did one of the clowns jugdle? (5 balls) WL
——— (tterd) What does the ofher clown do? (he drives a small slly car) |
acord cheet e e
(kteral) What did Dad give the chid fo sat? (some popeorn) (o soconde)

——— (wteral) What did Mom tell the child not fo try? (eating fire)
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